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The Syrian Women’s Fo-
rum for Peace (SWFP)
aims to strengthen the role
of Syrian women in forg-
ing peace in Syria and
push Syrian and interna-
tional public opinion to [§ | ‘
ensure that decision- @VV ~
makers adopt peaceful RN

means in building a de-  Syrian Women’s Forum for Peace” between October 30 and November 1 2012.
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mocratic state in Syria.

Convened by Hivos partner Karama, this is a first initiative of its kind. More than
forty Syrian women - civil leaders from all walks of social and political life - con-
vened a conference in Cairo to launch this Forum and create a strategic plan to en-
gage key individuals and organizations to help the conflict in Syria arrive at a just
and peaceful solution.

"This Forum can be considered the first peace movement to be established in Syria.
It emerged from the belief that politics should not use violence for any purpose. We
also strongly believe that violence will not bring us democracy. Peace-building is
the only way to achieve democracy and development, and to realize full rights for
women as well,* said Mouna Ghanem, organizer of the Syrian Women’s Peace Fo-
rum.

The three-day conference initiated by Karama enabled participants to forge a united
vision for the role Syrian women in all spheres of public life will play, especially
those involved in fighting the violence spreading through the country. The Forum
aims to elevate peace as a universal value for all Syrians and promote the idea of
non-violence as means to achieve political change in Syria.




spromote women’s representation and participation in Syrian transition, democracy-
building and peacemaking processes;

*help Syrian women organise a collective voice and fully participate in public life;

sensure that women rights and needs are integrated across humanitarian, political,
and socio-economic sectors;

-build an effective civil society coalition to promote women’s empowerment in
Syria.

It has participated in several major conferences regarding future transitional proc-
esses for Syria and the important role women have in them. Their delegates at-
tended the 57th session of the U.N. Commission on the Status of Women and the
European Leftist Conference on Peace for Syria in Istanbul in March 2013.




CSW meetings in NY ,USA

-Panel organized by Karama and equality
now on Two Years after the Revolutions:
Challenges and Opportunities for Inclusive
Peace.

Amal Naser participated in the first panel on
the Rise of Political Violence after the Arab
Uprisings and Mouna Ghanem participated
in The Transition from Revolution to
Peace .March 05,2013




-An intervention in a breakfast events organized by Core Club and New America
Foundation . March 5, 2013 -8:00am - 9:30am

http://newamerica.net/events/2013/
new_america_nyc breakfast conversation with women leaders of the arab spring

Wilson Center in Washing- |

An intervention in a panel on Chal-
lenges to Women’s Security in the:
MENA Region with Wilson Center!

in Washington DC . She also con-:

tributed to the publication named:

Mena region. March 07, 2013

http://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/challenges-to-women%E2%80%99s-security-the-
mena-region

http://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/ chalenges to women_security mena_region 2.pdf




On April 17, Dutch foreign minister Frans Timmermans held a Town Hall
meeting at Maastricht University to discuss Dutch human rights policy. The event,
attended by students and stakeholders, was also a last public consultation by the
minister prior to presenting his new policy paper. On the recommendation of Hivos,
a powerful Syrian women and human rights defender was invited as a guest
speaker. Dr. Mouna Ghanem, a co-initiator of the

to promote the idea of non-
violence as a means to achieve political
change in Syria.

Hivos partner Dr. Mouna
Ghanem, discussed the role and position
of women in the Middle East, especially
in Syria. She emphasized that women
are powerful agents of change and their
participation in all segments of society
should be strongly supported by the
Netherlands. Women can reappear in the
public sphere if, for example, humani-
tarian aid is channeled through them. Then they are no longer just “victims”, but
have a foundation to build upon.

Dr. Mouna Ghanem concluded that it is crucial for a critical mass of Syrian
women to have the capacity and possibility to fully participate in society.
In conclusion, Timmermans cautioned that the Arab Awakening can be a dream
come true if women occupy their rightful position in society and politics, but risks
becoming a nightmare if women are excluded for cultural or religious motivations.



http://westasia.hivos.org/news/new-hivos-partner-syrian-womens-forum-peace
http://westasia.hivos.org/news/new-hivos-partner-syrian-womens-forum-peace

Women in the World

Mona Ghanem spoke that the first re-
quirement of the people in Syria was
freedom and justice, and what hap-
pens to women in Syria today is a re-
flection of their status in the new
shape of the region.

Mona Ghanem confirmed that the is-

sue of women is not a gender issue,

but an issue also has a political form
and we need to think how to make
women engage in negotiation proc-
esses at all levels, and that the extent
of the involvement of women in the
political process is an indication of
our desire to achieve democracy. ( 4-
5/ April 2013)




Special invitation addressed to the Syrian Women's
Initiative in the First Middle East Conference for
Women, participated in Syrian women’s plate fourm
make peace by M.amal Nasser , which was held in
the city of Diyarbakir - Turkey, and on May 31 to
June 2/2013

Congress included about 250 women political, civic
and media from 27 countries from the Middle East,
Afghanistan, Pakistan and India

Organized by Hivos in the city of Hague in the
Netherlands , In the period between June 17 to 18,
2013.

The aim of this consultative meeting to activate the
role of civil society in countries undergoing democ-
ratic transition, where the focus was on the opportu-
nities and challenges facing civil society in Syria and
put in place mechanisms to activate its role in
achieving democratization and human rights guaran-
tees and women.




Human Rights Council session / Syria

In the context of the ongoing internal armed con-

flict in Syria, violence against women has in-
creased dramatically, and Syrian women exposed
to arbitrary detention, enforced disappearances,

torture and sexual violence, and take them as
hostages and summary executions .

Farah Hawijah member Syrian women’s plate
forum for peace participated in the human rights
session on Syria ( 4/6/2013) and made a presen-
tation on the status of Syrian women as Soeriat
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"Syrian women and the process of democratic transformation and
resolution 1325"

The dialogue table:













Conclusion:




Gender Integration in Geneva Communiqué

Syrian women forum for peace

The Geneva Communiqué issued by the Action Group for Syria on 30 June 2012 is a
proper platform to start working for peace in Syria and for realizing a peaceful tran-
sition of power using democratic and fair methods.

Geneva Communiqué has been built on basic principles to work accordingly once
international consensus is achieved. These principles are: a sustained cessation of
armed violence in all its forms whether by the government or the opposition groups;
immediate and credible actions by the Government of Syria to promote the cessation
of armed violence (release of arbitrarily detained persons involved in peaceful politi-
cal activities, ensure freedom of movement throughout the country for journalists,
and respect freedom of association and the right to demonstrate peacefully); develop
a perspective for the future that ensures a genuinely democratic and pluralistic state;
ensure the political actors' rights to compete fairly and equally in elections; comply
with the international standards on human rights, the independence of judiciary, ac-
countability of those in government, and the rule of law; and take clear steps in the
transition according to a fixed time frame (establish a neutral transitional governing
body that would exercise full executive powers, enable all groups and segments of
society to participate in a dialogue process, review the constitutional order and legal
system, prepare for free elections, and ensure that women are fully represented in all
aspects of the transition).

The Geneva Communiqué comes in line with the Security Council Resolution 1325
on protection of women from violence during armed conflicts and enhancement of
their role in developing and implementing transitional justice programs and building
civil peace, which states that "Women shall be fully represented in all aspects of
transition." Therefore, an action program should be developed to activate women's
role in implementing the Geneva Agreement provisions, represent them in the nego-
tiation process, and include their human rights in the priorities of democratic transi-
tion programs.

Building peace and bringing security is a long-term process that needs a lot of field
work and communication with the conflicting parties to reach gradual settlements
upon which final agreements are built. There is also a need to create a climate con-
ducive to the implementation of Paragraph B of Article 7, to mitigate the division
within the Syrian society due to different political conflicts, and to reunite society as
an integrated whole which is enriched by its diversity and which ensures the rights
of all with no discrimination on the basis of gender, ethnic origin or religion.




Peace-building in Syria also needs delivering a clear message to all the conflicting
parties that the only solution to the Syrian crisis is a political peaceful one as stipu-
lated in Article 9 of the Geneva Communiqué. Furthermore, the countries influential
in the Syrian conflict should take concrete actions to promote concepts of peace and
civil peace.

Proposed mechanisms to ensure integration of gender in the negotiation process and
peace-building

Resolution 1325 should be taken into consideration while preparing for and imple-
menting the negotiation process and also during all the phases of the civil peace-
building process. It is therefore necessary to develop a national action program to
implement this resolution based on the 3Ps approach: prevention, protection and par-
ticipation.

We therefore suggest as follows:
In terms of cessation of armed violence:

- It is necessary to create an international expert group specialized in dispute
settlement to create a proper climate so that all parties accept to sit at the ne-
gotiating table;

- Enable women's movement to have access to the successful international ex-
periences in which women played a prominent role in promoting cessation of
violence and pressuring to launch the negotiation process, in addition to cre-
ate a conducive legal environment that activates the role of this movement in
launching anti-violence campaigns; and

- Engage women — mothers, wives and relatives of martyrs — in anti-violence
campaigns.

- Engage the women's movement in the negotiation process aimed at establishing
a democratic state that applies the provisions of the international conventions
and treaties on human rights, including CEDAW, and ensures the independence
of judiciary, accountability of those in government, and the rule of law;

- Involve representatives of the women's movement in a transitional governing
body of full executive powers, enable the women's movement and the other so-
cial movements and civil society organizations to discuss the bills related to
their issues and program humanitarian aid, and observe the needs of women's
empowerment, especially female heads of households, displaced and returnees;




- Engage the women's movement in developing the new constitutional order and
legal system to ensure women are constitutionally and legally protected from
violence and to prohibit discrimination against them;

- Involve the women's movement in development of transitional justice programs
that are in line with the international standards and which observe gender and
ensure prosecution of the perpetrators of violent crimes against women, espe-
cially sexual violence being a crime against humanity; and

- Adopt the 'quota' principle in preparing for elections and ensure women have a
specific share in legislative, judicial, executive and civil decision-making cen-
ters.




Women Rights in the international Law, November,24

To mark the international day for violence against women, Syrian women's forum for
peace conducted a workshop on “women rights in the international Law.24/11/2013. The
goals of this workshop were as follows:

To highlight the issue of violence against women in the international law; and highlight the
role of women in peacemaking in the international law and agreement.

The workshop was attended by 20 women from different women organizations. The most
important ones were forum for women and democracy; women for life, Syrian women
coalition for democratic work and Syrian women organization. Representative of some po-
litical organization also attended the workshop, namely the Syrian State Building move-
ment, “Maan” movement and the National Coordinating Committee.

It is also worth noting that the workshop also attended by organizations which join the
peace platform i.e. Kurdish star coalition and “for Aleppo” organization.

The workshop continued for two hours, facilitated by Ms. Alia Hamad, a gender specialist

Challenges of activating the UN Security Council Resolution 1325 in

Syrian women forum for peace released a publication on the UN security resolution
1325, the publication contains definition of the resolution, importance of it, and Arab
countries experience with the 1325 resolution, and the obstecles facing the resolution.

Semi Annual Report of the Syrian Women’s Forum for Peace:

The Syrian women's Forum for Peace issued their semiannual report listing all their
activities, initiatives that have been held with different partners, along with their train-
ing, workshops, studies, articles, and their participation in meetings, conferences and
seminars.




In the midst of the crisis over chemical weapons, Donor Direct Action, with support from
theNoVo Foundation brought a delegation of the Syrian Women’s Forum for Peace to
New York and Washington, DC from September 17-24 to meet with UN officials, Mem-
bers of Congress, women leaders in the United States, and the media.

The group was formed a year ago, following a meeting of Syrian women in Cairo con-
vened by KARAMA, a regional network of women’s groups in the Middle East working
to build women’s leadership in the Middle East. The Syrian Women's Forum for Peace is
working for a peaceful political transition to democracy in Syria and building a broad-
based coalition of Syrian women across the political spectrum. SWFP condemns all hu-
man rights violations against Syrian civilians: the torture, rape and murder committed by
the armed opposition forces as well as by government forces.




The delegation was led by Mouna Ghanem, with the participation of Rama Jarmakani, a
Syrian journalist, and Ghada Mukdad, a US-based representative of the group, were the
other members of the delegation.

The primary message of the delegation was to use the momentum Created by the diplo-
matic breakthrough to go beyond chemical warfare and address the conflict as a whole, to
accelerate Geneva 2 talks to this end, and to ensure the inclusion of women in this process,
in particular women representing civil society within the country.

CEDAW session at the United Nation

Pre-session for CEDAW and fifty-eight

Syrian Women's Forum for Peace has participated in
the discussion session of the Convention on the Elimi-
nation of Forms of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW) at the United Nations on 10.21.2013. Ms.
loujein Haj Youseef represented the Forum in the meet-
ing.

~ The forum handed a paper to focus
~ on the importance of women's
~ participation in political life, the
SWEFP explained that the armed
conflict reflects mainly on women, as
armed conflict increase and




Regional Training Session, Jordan,26.10.2013

Syrian Women's Forum for Peace participated in the regional training session" Women
and Peace" in Jordan.

Participants from the forum were: Dr. Mouna Ghanem, Amal Naser, Ghaida Aloudat,
Huda Al Masri, Rania Kaddoura and shirin Ali.

The training aimed at enabling Arab activist to defend women's representation in in politi-
cal life based on the Security Council resolutions No. 1325.1820, 1889.1890, as
well as seeking to build a community to advocate for gender equality in participa-
tion and representation in political and public life.

Jordan Trip, November 4-5-2013:

On November 4-5, 2013 in Amman, Jordan, UN
Women facilitated a preparatory meeting with the
aim to promote Syrian women civil society or-
ganizations’ engagement in the peace process. The
meeting was organized by the Arab State Regional
Office and UN Women program team in New
York in close collaboration with the Department
of Political Affairs (DPA). The meeting brought
together a diverse spectrum of Syrian women’s
groups and civil society to coalesce around a Syrian-led common agenda for women’s
participation ahead of the Geneva Conference. The UN women invited the Syrian
women's forum for peace to be part of the in the Preparatory Meeting on Promoting

United Nations Entity for Gender Equality
and the Empowerment of Women




The meeting was convened to fulfill the following objectives:

1) Create a space for Syrian women to identify and highlight their priorities and expecta-
tions for the transition and post conflict Syria;

2) Strengthen the capacities of participants to engage more effectively in negotiation and
consensus building processes;

3) Strengthen the knowledge of participants in regards to other regional and international
women civil society organizations’ experiences in times of conflict; and

4) Formulate a draft agenda with regards to Syrian women’s participation and clear
‘asks’ to influence the peace process.

The meeting provided a safe environment for Syrian women coming from different back-
grounds to discuss their challenges, differences, and identify their commonalities and pri-
orities in regards to their political participation in the peace process and the upcoming tran-
sitional period. They shared their hopes and aspirations for their inclusion in the upcom-
ing negotiations leading to the peace process. They identified entry points and strategies
to influence and impact the progress of negotiations including a request for a more ex-
panded meeting to be organized under the auspices of the Netherlands and the Office of
Mr. Brahimi.

The women had full consensus over the two following issues:

A strong support to a political solution to the conflict and a strong call to stop the kill-
ing and suffering of the Syrian people

A strong call to the United Nations and member states to implement the various resolu-
tions and decisions that support women’s participation in the peace process, and the
need for women and civil society’s engagement in the negotiations, and a call for
the UN to exert pressure on both delegations.

Furthermore, a list of 42 “asks” were identified by the working groups and prioritized fol-
lowing a voting process. While some of these outputs referred to some clauses already
found in Geneva I, such as action points and strategic entry points, other outputs referred
to new demands and priorities that are different from Geneva I.

At the end of the meeting, UN Women pledged to continue its support to Syrian women
through all means available, and to intensify its advocacy efforts for broader inclusion of
women in the peace process and beyond. A second meeting with Syrian women is planned
to take place on December 2013 in continuity to the Amman meeting and having as a main
objective to generate a joint outcome or statement reflecting participating women’s priori-
ties and concerns regarding the Syrian conflict and their collective efforts to end it.




Mrs. Huda from the junction of the Syrian
women forum for peace participate in the
launch of the Democratic Forum for Women in
Transition complexes in Oman

Wt

Co-Miss Amera malek member Syrian women fo-
rum for peace conference in communal violence
against women and its relationship to security and
peace, and held by the Organization Sherkat Kah
Shirkat Gah Women s Resource Center in the city
of Lahore - Pakistan 11/2013 events within the
program WELDD

The conference aimed to exchange experiences to e —

reach a better understanding about the relationship

between security and peace of community violence against women and also to draw the im-
plications of women's leadership.

Miss Amera malek made a detailed presentation about the reality of the current Syrian
women and Mataish under the justification of violence, including several religious and fam-
ily as well as psychological violence resulting from the ongoing war in Syria.




Peace for Syria Campaign

On the occasion of the women day, the Syrian women
makes peace platform organized a campaign named
“peace for Syria” using different social media The pur-
poses of this campaign are: to highlight the importance
of role of women in making peace and the urgent need
to move towards achieving peace in Syria.

Women were called to carry the slogan of the campaign Rt g il o el s 850

and to photo themselves and use it in the social media, Y3

namely face book and twitter. Syrian Women from dif- oo vom sweore st
ferent religious, political, regional background partici- Y SER0I

pated in this campaign as the member of the forum use their different net-
works in Syria. Furthermore , the same campaign launched in NY by the forum
members who were attending the CSW and get the support of many interna-
tional women in their calling for peace for Syria .

il T 0 Gk 3Gt Sl G
2013-3-8

calls from women inside Syria
asking for peace 8/3/2013



Campaign

What do Syrian woman want from Geneva:

LI PETR| PP | 1) P |

LR WANT SYRIAN WOMEN

FORUM  WANT FROM GENEVA CONFERENCE
FOR

PEACE

Syrian women forum for peace initiated an online campaign on
what do Syrian women want from Geneva Conference.




Statements

*- Geneva Communiqué 13/1/2013
*- Statement on women status

*- to the leader of the world

*- Statement about the Abduction and Killing of Women

*- The Syrian Women's Forum for Peace statement on the
UN Syrian Women Conference

*-Syrian Women's Charter




A statement was also released on Geneva communiqué in which he form has

set a road map for the implementation of this communiqué .

The forum believes that Geneva communiqué is a good start for building peace
in Syria .

A statement on women day was also released the statement which highlighted
the current situation of human rights violation in Syria especially on women and

children . The statement also noted the negative consequences of the economic
sanction which was imposed on Syria , the matter which amplified poverty in
Syria .8 March /2013
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To the leaders of the world

15/4/2013




We condemn in the strongest terms the human rights violations that
were inflictedon the Syrian civilians in the villages of Lattakia country-

side carried out by anti-Syrian regime armed groups.

Reports from that area reviled the exposition of women to all forms of
human violations against hundred women including murder, torture,

rape and abduction.

These practices blatantly represent an explicit violation of the interna-
tional humanitarian law particularly Article 3 common in all Geneva
Conventions whichdefines the minimum standards that parties partici-
pating in non-internationalarmed conflicts must respect specifically with
regards to the protection of civilians not involved in hostilities and treat-

ing them humanely without any adverse discrimination based on race,

color, belief or any other criterion. The following practices shall be pro-

hibited at all times and places:

1- Assaults on public life and physical safety including murder, cruel

treatment and torture.
2- Hostage-taking.

3- Insulting personal dignity.




Besides, targeting women is not only a violation of humanitarian law, but
also of the United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of Violence
against Women which the General Assembly of the United Nations has
adopted in 1993 in addition to the Declaration on the Protection of
Women and Children in Situations of Emergency and Armed Conflicts

issued by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1974.

The incidents of violations against the rights of women in this gruesome
way inside Lattakia villages by groups opposed to the regime are just an
added suffering to the Syrian women who were exposed to all types of

violations by the regime's forces.

Therefore, opposition parties’ violations of Syrian women and civilians'
rights is just a continuation of the regime's violence against the Syrian

people's aspirations for freedom and human dignity.

We, in the Syrian Women Forum for Peace, condemn all human rights
violations against women, documented within a report we published re-

cently, by the regime, oppositionand any other party.

As we condemn these inhumane practices against the Syrian women, we
urge all national forces and women organizations in Syria to denounce
such practices without being justified as a reaction to the regime's vio-

lence and we stress the necessity to call for and promote protection of ci-

vilians especially women and children regardless of their political affilia-

tionsby all parties of the conflict.

14/8/2013




United Nations Women's Fund called on a conference on January 12 to
select representatives of Syrian civil society to participate in the
“Geneva Conference 2” to be held in Switzerland on January 22.
The selection of attendees by the United Nations based on political cri-
teria cannot express in any way the Syrian civil society, especially
women. Civil society never has a political partisan identity and may not
be in favor of a particular class or political orientation.

We also believe that the limitation of calls to the 50 women chosen by
the United Nations, based on political criterion, cannot express, in any
form, Syrian women. The names of candidates were not announced in
advance, and Syrian women's organizations, especially those working

on the ground inside the country, were not communicated. Individual
names were selected, depending on residents outside Syria at the ex-
pense of the residents inside Syria especially that UN Fund for women
had refuses to support any conference for women inside Syria.

Syrian Women's Forum for Peace unequivocally rejects choosing repre-
sentatives of the Syrian women or the women's group that will deter-
mine the Syrian women's representatives in Geneva Conference 2 by the
United Nations, whose role must be limited to supporting the Syrians in
this process and not carrying it out on their behalf. It is the right of all
Syrians, especially those who live inside Syria or in refugee camps in
neighboring countries, because it falls within their right to self-
determination, as defined by the Charter of Human Rights, on which the




Syrian Women's Charter

In collaboration with a group of independent Syrian women representing all
spectrums of Syrian society and Syrian Women Forum for Peacemaking, on
January 6, 2014, more than 60 Syrian women from a number of Syrian dis-
tricts and governorates met in Damascus to discuss the role of women in
peacemaking and develop priorities of Syrian women under the Geneva
Conference 2.

The conferees confirmed that to succeed in reaching its goals, i.e. ending
the armed conflict and reaching a political solution of the Syrian crisis, the
Geneva Conference 2 needs to ensure the participation of real representa-
tives for Syrian men and women inside Syria. They emphasized the repre-
sentation of women in the negotiating process to be launched at the confer-
ence and that these representatives should have an active role through a real
political course.

The conferees concluded that the Geneva Conference 2 is a peace agree-
ment that requires serious action to take measures to prevent the supply of
arms and militants and to stop exporting terrorism to Syria via neighboring

countries. However, it may not prejudice Syrian political entity constitu-
ents, especially writing a new constitution or the formation of a body to do
so, which is exclusively an absolute right of the Syrian people through per-
sons they elect with their own free will.

They emphasized the need to develop special programs to return the dis-
placed and internally displaced and to ensure the protection of their human
rights, notably the right to active citizenship. Moreover, clear programs to
lift the siege and to integrate women in the democratic process and recon-
struction and a national program to collect illegal weapons of all parties and
reintegrate insurgents into society should also be develop.

The participants represented a number of Syrian governorates and cities,
including Damascus, Aleppo, Lattakia, Tartous, Salamieh, Homs, Damas-
cus Rural, Qamishli, Hasakah, Sweida, Daraa, Hama, Zabadani, Quneitra
and Raqqa.




The following is the text of the Charter, which was signed by the attendees:
We, Syrian women meeting in Damascus, are a voice of Syrian women na-
tionwide, a reflection of mosaic Syrian society, the narrators of suffering
and pain experienced by Syria and evidence of the sustainability and life of
Syrian society. We met to form our vision, as Syrian women, and our goals
that we believe that the international community should take seriously in
the light of the Geneva 2.

Our vision is summarized as follows:

The need to stop violence and take actions and measures to prevent the ex-
port of weapons and militants into the Syrian territory.

The need to break the siege and facilitate the arrival of meaningful relief
aids for those affected.

We emphasize the unity of the country and reject any political settlement on
ethnic, sectarian or denominational basis.

We reject any international intervention in issues relating to the next form
of the state and constitution because it is the responsibility of the Syrian

people.

The need to stop profiteering humanitarian issues.

Lifting economic sanctions on Syria and facilitate the flow of basic goods
and services to help accelerate the process of economic recovery.

The Geneva Conference is an international conference on the Syrian issue.
To success and reach its goals, it should ensure the participation of the Syr-
ian men and women inside Syria and a real active role, through making way
for political freedoms and freedom of action of civil society and the media.
We aspire that the future Syrian state will be a citizenship state based on hu-
man rights.

We emphasize the need to involve women inside Syria in negotiating proc-
ess as representatives of the Syrian fabric.




The need to work on women integration in the democratic process and ac-
tive participation in disarmament, reconstruction and transitional justice.
The need to decide the fate of the abducted and detained women and not to
exploit them and as means of pressure.

The need for international cooperation through economic empowerment
programs for the economically affected women and educational programs
for Syria children.

We, the meeting women, from the land of Syria, call the whole world, par-
ticularly international players concerned and involved in the Syrian crisis,
to make 2014 a year of peace and security in Syria and we have adopted the
above points.




Work shop




Syrian women platform for peace

To mark the international day for
violence against women, Syrian women
platform for peace conducted a workshop

on “women rights in the international
Law”.24/11/2012

The goals of this workshop were as
follows:

To highlight the issue of violence against
women in the international law;

To highlight the role of women in
peacemaking in the international law and
agreement.

The workshop was attended by 20 women
from different women organizations. The§
most important ones were forum for
women and democracy; women for life, Syrian women coalition for democratic
work and Syrian women organization. Representative of some political
organization also attended the workshop, namely the Syrian State Building
movement, “Maan” movement and the National Coordinating Committee.

It is also worth noting that the workshop also attended by organizations which join
the peace platform i.e. Kurdish star coalition and “for Aleppo” organization.

The workshop continued for two hours, facilitated by Ms. Alia Hamad , a gender
specialist .




Syrian women’s plate fourm for peace Es-
tablished a panel discussion about the
challenges facing the Syrian women's
movement during the transitional phase
in Beirut. 9-10 May 2013

Participated the session many women
active in women's issues and various
women's organizations.

The session concluded paper identified
the strengths and weaknesses of
women's movements, and identified op-

portunities and challenges for this stage.

The Arab societies known since the end of the 20th century and the beginning of
the 21st century wave of association, in defiance of the material and moral obsta-
cles, but this area is still suffering from weakness of the female element in spite of
attempts large women in this regard. The collaborative work of civil in Syria,
which was almost penniless and who lacked Syrian women and for a period of
more than forty-year-old missed freedom, love, courage, confrontation, responsi-
bility, humility, sacrifice, missed the meaning of existence for a particular case, to
contribute to the development of the independence of our women self-for the fam-
ily, for the sake of the development of society and build our future, collaborative
work is fresh air which Stnnevsh, and not think about days to abandon this field,
because it is a bridge to reach and communicate with the community. "

Workshop prepared trained Amal Nasr, 15/5/2013:

Syrian women'’s plate fourm for peace- solidarity Party - from the Center for
Democracy and Citizenship - civil society activists




Workshop prepared by trained Amal Nasr head of the Syrian Women's

Organization - a founding member of the Syrian women’s plate forum Make
peace Attendance each of 17/6/2013:

Syrian women’s plate forum Make Peace
Syrian Women Organization \ Damascus
Syrian Women Organization \ swedaa
Combines civil peace \ Jaramana

Civil society activists




field tripe and discussion for Tunisian law
on transitional justice '

A field trip was taken to Tunisia to figure out the process
of mechanisms for the law of transitional justice. A dis-
cussion of the Tunisian model was prepared by the Inter-
national Center for Transitional Justice in collaboration
with the European Union .

Syrian women platform for peace and forum for Women and Democracy, at-
tended a workshop in Cairo for eight days, which was set up by "Women Living Un-
der Muslim Laws." The workshop was attended by women from different Arab and
Muslim countries, and was addressed with a number of issues related to women.

It is a new channel for coordination and cooperation between women activists in dif-
ferent countries to achieve the common goal of all these women, and to strengthen
the concept of gender equality and the role of women in all aspects of society.

13-21jun 2013




Under its agenda, Syrian Women Make Peace Platform (SWMPP) organized a

workshop entitled “Women and Leadership” which brought together young women and
men from Syrian civil society organizations and also independent activists. The workshop
was held in Damascus on June 29, 2013.

Participants

Nineteen civilian activists participated in the workshop, representing the following political
parties and CSOs: Arab Democratic Solidarity Party (ADSP), Syrian Women's
Organization (SWO), SWMPP, the

Building of the Syrian State (BSS)

Women and Democracy Forum

(WDF), Democratic Women's Forum

(DWEF), Syrian National Youth Party

(SNYP), National Coordination

Commission (NCC) and a number of

independent activists.




Workshop

Within the framework of the Programme of Action Forum "Soeriat Make
the peace," organized the forum and training workshop titled "Effective
negotiation skills." In which a number of activists and activists, held a
workshop in Syria, Damascus, and from 17 to 18 August 2013.

The workshop aimed to train participants on the use of scientific methods
and behavioral principles in practice and develop the skills of negotiation,
and build effective communication with others to facilitate the task of ne-
gotiating, training on the choice of the negotiating team and how success-
ful planning and management of the negotiation process.

Participated in the workshop (23) activists from the following organiza-
tions:

Building the Syrian state

Syrian women forum for peace

Syrian Arab Red Crescent
UNICEF — Mobaderon

Syria Trust for Development

Cham project development
RTC.Syria

A number of independent activists.

Workshop offered under the supervision of coach Hisham tailor a detailed explana-
tion of the concept of negotiation and the basic principles of the negotiation process,
recipes negotiator successful, and levels of negotiation, and the elements of the ne-
gotiating process and its stages, and how to choose the negotiating team and what
are the functions of its members, and negotiation strategies, through examples and
practical applications to enable participants to contest the processsuccessfully nego-
tiated, and the potential to overcome the obstacles, and train them to enable their ne-
gotiating positions, and how to assess the results of the negotiation process.




The objectives of the training were identified in the following points:

— The use of the scientific foundations and principles for the exercise of the

functions of behavioral negotiate effectively.

— The use of behavioral principles in the construction of effective
communication to build positive relationships to facilitate the task of

negotiating

— The use of scientific methods and process to negotiate the art of

persuasion.

— Selection of the negotiating team.

— The planning and management of negotiation processes.

— Building and developing negotiation skills




Effective Negotiation workshop, Damascus, August 17,18,
Damascus

The workshop was held at the headquarters of the forum in Damascus and has been the or-
ganized in collaboration with the peace building democracy think tank "Bridge".
Trainers:

Dr. Hisham Khayat, international certified trainer
Amir Malek: trainer assistant from Syrian women's forum for peace.

Main objectives of the training:
1- Use methodical foundations and principles for the exercise for effective negotiation.
2-use behavioral principles in the construction of effective communication to build
positive relationships to facilitate the negotiating task
3-Use methodical methods and process to negotiate the art of persuasion.
4-Choose the negotiating team
5-Plan and manage negotiation processes.
6-build and develop negotiation skills

Annual meeting for the peace activists, September,2, Lebanon-
Ramlieh

The meeting was opened with a national song of Fairuz "watani", Dr. Mouna
Ghanem the lecturer of the workshop welcomed the participants, and asked them to
introduce themselves and who they represent

Then Dr. Ghanem spoke about the Syrian

Women's Forum for Peace as an organization

comprising women from various political

spectrum, working to achieve civil peace and

national unity, and spread the culture of peace . &

in Syria, since women has a direct interest in

the prevention of violence and conflicts and

resolve it.

Dr. Ghanem presented a range of activities,

initiatives and meetings carried out by the Syrian Women 's Forum for Peace acti-
vates to achieve the objectives of the organization including:




*- Peace Campaign for Syria - a cry for peace in Syria (photography gallery)

*- Stop the killing in Syria.

*- Presenting a statement on the status of women and relief in Syria.

*- Initiatives for psychosocial support and training to the displaced children in Tartus
under the supervision of the tow activist Nesreen Hassan and Manal Al Dabet

*- Butterfly Effect presentation by the activist Farah Hawijah

*- Meeting with the decision - makers in America for the purpose of delivering the op-
position's voice within the country , and to reflect the real image of Syria, and invite
them to work on stopping the violence and achieve peace in the country as soon as
possible

*- Introductory film about the Syrian Women's Forum for Peace prepared by Sky News
channel (the film raised ire of some of the participants because of the flag , which
represents a spectrum of Syrians).

i

Dr. Ghanem spoke about the challenges facing the women's movement in Syria before
the uprising, during it and most important challenge is undemocratic, totalitarian re-
gime and the exclusion of Syrians from the political life, and discrimination against
women in personal status laws, and raise of jihad idea in the armed opposition that
spread the phenomenon of captivity, and killing of women. She talked about the phe-
nomenon of the attack on the villages, which is a major violation of the law of war that
says "not to attack civilians not involved in the war" Dr. mouna also added that the
phenomenon of rape in Syria is not systematic and therefore we can't consider it as a
tool of war, unlike other countries such as Algeria.




The second day was opened by presenting a documentary film about the civil war in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina, and was put up for discussion by the participants, Dr. Ghanem con-
firmed the importance of this experience, being the closest to the Syrian situation, a situa-
tion that started as a political conflict and transformed to a sectarian conflict.

The participants then split into two working groups to talk about the previous roles , and
then asked each team for initial ideas and points that can be worked on to achieve their
goals .

The workshop concluded with a song of Marcel Khalife "you become a homeland ".




The workshop was held in collaboration with the American organization V-day. The
workshop aimed at exploring more ways for women to express and make their voice
heard in the V- day project "a billion voices from around the world".

The workshop started by introducing the Syrian women's forum for peace organiza-
tion and the V-day organization and the points of similarities between the two organi-
zations for the Syrian women's forum for peace had previously participated in the
event organized by V-day last year on "violence against women"', the forum believes
in the importance non-violence and peace.

The cry for women's right that was initiated by V-day converges with the Syrian
women need in peace and justice for Syria.

The participation in this cry 2013 was considered very important for it will work on
delivering Syrian women voice to the world, the cry will reach to one billion partici-
pants in the campaign.

And then the session moved to how to implement this this task, and how Syrian
women will deliver through voices through different artistic mechanisms or expres-
sive or even direct recordings.

Afterwards a brainstorming session was held to point out the Syrian women prob-
lems.

A recording video was posted on the organization website and on the Syrian women
forum for peace website.

Training of Trainers (ToT) programe:

how to manage a training session




Program of women's empowerment and leadership development and democ-
racy WELDD

Within events the program of women's empowerment and leadership development
and democracy (WELDD), which is hosted by the Network of Women Living Under
Muslim Laws (WLUML), all of the Amera malek participate training of trainers held in
Istanbul 10/2013

Issues raised by the training : women's leadership - and role of women in peace
making - analysis of society and the creation of campaigns and the creation of opin-
ion as well as boiling negotiation skills .

The training addressed these issues through training to enable trainers and develop
their skills to become more experienced and the ability to manage the training and
transfer them to their home countries .

The Arabic Network for
monitoring and changing the

image of women and men sl

reported WOq 10} cwjol] e

Syrian women forum for peace representing the

forum member Rama Jermkani Annual Confer- !

ence of the Arab Network for changing the im-

age of women and men in the media , which |

was held in Cairo in the period between 11-13

December 2013 and to display the results of the

annual work and evaluation work with the par-

ticipation of several organizations from Jordan, Palestine , Tunisia, Yemen , Lebanon, Libya and

Egypt.

It was over three days to discuss the subject of the work pro-

vided by these organizations on the image of women in the

media where it was on the first day to review the results of

the monitoring held by each country on the image of women

in the media and gave the forum an explanation of what is

eaten during the year about the image of women in the me-

\ dia of the monitoring center on three aspects of the subject

of the image of women gun and use it politically to accusa-

' tions by both sides , the issue of detainees and abducted ,

and the issue of marriage the marriage , also touched on the image of women in the drama through

a series of platform of the dead who have been monitoring the image of women through it and how

it has benefited the junction of each of the cases to turn to field work in collaboration with the cam-
paigns do list or a specific training or other campaign or to evaluate this aspect .




For the development of the role of women in
leadership

the Syrian Center for Civil Society and
Human Rights Studies in collaboration
with the Organization of Soeriat Make
the peace .Established Second training
workshop .. For the development of
women in Al-Hasakah about Cocial
leaders

first workshop was the date of 6-7 /
2013/12

the second Workshop began from the
date of 20-21/2013/12




little Ambassador for peace 14th, 2013

Syrian Women's Week- a voice from inside, November,12,2013,
Damascus

Photography exhibition titled '"You"




New initiative :

little Ambassador for peace 14th, 2013

Ambassadors of Peace, is the activity of Syrian women making a peace forum pre-
pared active in the rights of children.

Nasreen Hassan, is a founding member of the Forum, and aims the activity to pro-
mote a culture of non-violence among children. It also enables children to be aware
at the Convention of the children’s rights by drawing, playing, and then choosing

ambassadors young for peace among children, through a vote on the sketches of
their drawings.

The first activity was held in the biggest refugee camp (a tunnel in Tartous) on April
14th, 2013. This activity also included about 24 children, and 10 mothers.




Syrian Women's Week- a voice from inside, November,12,2013, Damascus:

Syrian Women Forum for Peace organized an event entitled "Syrian Women's week-
a voice from inside" in collaboration with Cultural Building Forum. This week event
was organized to join women together; share experiences and needs, make the world

hear their voice and express
their will to live, at the end
of the week at the closing
ceremony, Dr. Mouna
Ghanem, led a workshop

Syrian Women's Week
A voice from the inside

inging .mahmod haffar , huda jalab
y , ayham al-hory , Iman kahoajy .

The role of women in political participation - ghaidaa oadat

: ,
A Syrian Women's Week
Women and Art : rawan takreaty . 7 \

session entitled "What do
Syrian women want from
Geneva Il —women's right in
the peace agreements". Syr-

for more information : 0946455520

ian Women's week-a voice ' 2 T ) e

from inside event was ac-

companied by an art gallery for the Artist Iman Kahwajui. Syrian Women's week
highlighted the participation of women in social, political, and artistic domains.

of the event started by an artistic blast and authentic Arabic music night by Dr.
Mahmoud al Haffar, Huda Jalap, Iman Kahwajui, Kinda Joseph and Louay Esber. More
than 70 women and men attended the event, despite the current situation in Damascus. The
audience interacted with the musical event and enjoyed the night as it was expected. The
idea was to let women speak up and deliver their message to the world and say "enough
with the war, we want peace" in their own way, by art, songs, paintings and melodies.




event continued with a different subject, Mrs. Ghaida Aloudate, who is a spe-
cialist in in training the trainer in peace building programs and empowering women politi-
cally, delivered a seminar about Women's Role in Political Participation. Mrs. Aloudate
listed some obstacles that led to limit women's participation in politics.. Mrs. Aloudate

contributed to this event to deliver the message that empowering women will lead to peace
and heal the community.




of the event the Forum hosted Ms. Rowan
Takriti to provide a seminar on (Syrian women and plas-
tic art). She presented paintings for pioneers Syrian
women artists, in a very interesting approach. She talked
about each artist and elaborated on their lives, and how
it influenced their work of art, each painting was fully
explained and discussed. In her presentation she talked
about the artistes: Asma Fayoumi, Igbal Qaresly,
Khalisa Hilal, Leila Naseer, all of them are Syrian
women artist, who started their art at times when it was
considered socially inacceptable. Ms. Takriti, stressed
on the importance of women participation in the artistic
life, and her ability to develop this sector.

continued with a movie event, a Syrian movie "Shame of Syrian citizen" for
the director Rania Kaddoura, to shed a light on the Syrian reality, pain and suffer, Fol-
lowed by the Kurdish movie "Blackboards" for the director Samira Makhmalbaf. Movies

were put to discussion and analysis by the audience.




Continuing to present experiences and practices, Fifth Day hosted young
women (Rama Jarmakani- Dima Dauodi- Znara Ahmed) in an event entitled "Literature
and Experiences" to share their social work during war and entrepreneur experience. The
blackout in Damascus didn’t prevent guests from coming that evening, on the contrary it
gave the event a special ambiance, and young women shared their experiences and stories
about their participation in different social work, and told a stories and poems. The event
reminded people that Damascus will always be the source of cultural life.

the closing ceremony, the sixth day was concluded by a session about
"What do Syrian women want from Geneva II —women's right in the peace agreements",
delivered by Dr. Mouna Ghanem, main speaker of the event, followed by Malika
Mohammad, a poet who told a poem entitled " A voice from Syria", In the a closure of the
event Ms. Nour Kayali said a poem about Syria and love. Dr. Mouna Ghanem presented
the situation of women in peace agreements and underlined the role of Syrian women in
peacebuilding in Syria. Dr. Ghanem, presented a seven points plan made by the Syrian
Women Forum for Peace, based on the international experiences in conflict resolution and
peace building that can be a good road map for gender sensitive peace building process in
Syria.

Syrian Women's week-a voice

from inside event was an opportu-

nity for women regardless of their
political affiliation, religion, back-
ground, education and sector to
say their word in peace and life,
and let the world know they want
peace for Syria by all means and
will keep working for the future of
their country.




Designer of the Syrian women's forum for Peace posters:
Diala Bresly is a Syrian artist painter, contributed to
the following exhibitions:

Damascus Capital of Culture 2008

Photography Exhibition 2007

Painting exhibition for UNHCR 2009

Children's drawing exhibition with

Basma association 2010

Dignity exhibition for human rights in Jordan 2012

Participated in a short movie in Denmark 2009

Lgdd) U da gl




Photography exhibition titled '"You"

" » "»um A satie

ﬂna Culture Forum
SYRIAN WOMEN 5
WAKING PEACE S

The cultural construction in cooperation with the Syrian women forum for peace Established

Photography exhibition titled "You", under the concept of Syrian women in 2013, will be
the opening of the exhibition on Tuesday 31 December / December and will be on display
for a week.

The show features a group of young photographers professional and amateur

Haitham surveys, spring Radwan, Ibrahim M. Mohammed, Lubna Khrsh, entity Hassan,
Noor Auata, Rowan Tikriti, Hamza al-Hariri, a prayer Sawyer, Ali's speech, Cevdet tem-
perament, PANA Majos, Moataz date, Ammar Kaddour, Noel Minas, Hassan Bilal, Tariq
Wawi, Kinda Joseph, Victor Ibrahim, Mustafa Dabbas ..

Coordinates all of the show:

Mustafa Al-Dabbas and Rowan Takriti.

The winer photo Nabil Nashar studing at the Faculty of Fine Arts, the fourth
year, the photography department...







_ Skynewstvreport |

Sky News channel talked about Syrian women’s plate forum
for peace in his program 15/6/2013 .

4 SW‘W
NEWS
e

'L SYRIAN WOMEN'S
V% FOURM FOR PEACE

http://www.skynewsarabia.com/web/video/290492/%D8%B3%D9%88%D8&8%
B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%B9%
D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85

Dr. Mona Ghanem coordinated forum

Syrian women’s plate fourm Make peace

talks to broadcasting Netherlands World- Lo T

wide about women in conflict and the .'m NETHERLANDS
phenomenon of marriages Syr- W2y WORLDWIDE
ian .10/6/2013




Publications

Cuppl cyjg
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The forum in cooperation with peace building and democracy think tank and the
forum for women and democracy released a new publication on the violence!
against women | the Syrian case . A monthly review on women and children

elated articles which were published in Arab and International Media

Women innovations to make peace ... That booklet is
aimed at highlighting the impact of women's participation | N

in the peace-making process through the review of a num-

ber of the experiences of women in the peacemaking proc-

, . clalay ci iyl e clslal
ess in a number of North world the countries, Guatemala,

Palestine, Chechnya, Argentina, Liberia an Cambodia.

This booklet is supporting to export by hivos
karama ,Syrian women’s plate forum make peace .




% SYRIAN WOMENS
FORUM FOR PEACE
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(CEDAW)

Geneva Il is a Log frame for Peace ,
Democracy and Hope

Women's Innovations for Peace:
Northern Ireland Women's Coalition

Syrian Women Forum for Peace
visiting Washington to assure U.S.
officials

Rep. Maloney Invites Syrian Women
to Speak on Capitol Hill

Rep. Carolyn Maloney: Syria's
Women Must Be Included In Debate

Robin Morgan from Women Median
Center with SYRIAN WOMEN'S
FORUM FOR PEACE

Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against
Women

Activities of the SYRIAN WOMEN'S
FORUM FOR PEACE

The latest three published news letter

el ka2 i
"da¥l g Al iasdlly

P iy 2 o) e P
PWTESTS i e ‘w—- oy gl e
Ao g b
30 g A S LD o i U 11y 0 0 3 Ll O Sl i )
3 S J Lpansy 3
b A S8
Jﬁ?iMquMﬁM‘u\ﬁ ~-u; _u,\‘)v y_\’.\“i =¥
O i A iy 1y ol g ity
Ak o i Sl (i S e S
.ﬁll«-_\—-M-*,q»¢uuwéquxw
o150 da. 1 A
) g 2] S 36 150 LA 36 ol 340 el 3l gien 5 i
A il
1)l g Ll 300 2
o g il I sy 2542 e i s s By
Salany Copaiall el Lealal il o Lo 8 1l s W i e

S ity otk i M) Fnd G e sl
£l 20 el o A5
il il o Aine i 8 gy gl A
g oy 3o Gn 5o 180 A0 S gy pays iy ol i) 2 al o dadl
il a5 s 0 a8 ey el i Bl g ym 155 i Ayl
vl o o B pSal 851 i ekl 2801
e
it Aty Y Jaad) B e Al S plisidy Al syl b
_}.‘.m_,\;,‘u\.mv,
1393 Bobgun 3 Auadlad) Aty
A Gn 158 A e O g gl dade B G B 35 o e
uuy,,.-v 0y
) ) ) A
Gl ) Gyl b 6 Ay B g e JS2 31 38 A2 a3l By
1yl 30y L il e 8 Al Lo gl i sl il edanl) o b

D ot 51,4 6000
g A e

a3 e U1 I ciia "

1l A Ay e e oty g
o B vty kol ey T

0 el 3 e 50 iy 4yl 2l 25 ) i O

T L g 0 e e
,M_._;wb_,;m,u Y1 250 on 95 e

i 08 3 i g iy e ) 3 i S 9 e

R WD O i o i RS 8,0 6 S 5 01

A haindl i e fanthy Bl a0 ) gy A8 ) i3t iy

Sbsally ol acn Caily ol i1 Aaliy Sl pal o o gl ol ) ity LS
oY) o] 13 e o 58 5D 330 15t 15 0

s i Ul o o) sl o K o Y S R b o 36 A S L

S ) s 53 b D ol U Aany U 358 1058 o o

bl g 33 ST S Y3 o o

2013 J3< 10 ) Lt il

P2k

o il iy 1 el by ..-I\qh'ﬂ'ﬂiﬂ,d




Women fighters

Syrian women forum for peace re-
leased a publication on women who
were forced to dress in military
uniforms and use weapons, but still
could not hide their antebellum
femininity, women who became ex-
hausted by the charm of their fem-
inineness in a cruel war.

The Syrian women' Forum for peace in collaboration woth Hivos, and Karama, re-
leased a publication on escalation of the struggle against the regime in South Af-
rica that led to a settlement at the end and moved the country to democracy.




Happy new year cart postal

2014

syrian women forum
for peace

designed by : loujein haj youssef




Syrian women’s plate forum for peace has new partner :

Syrian Women's Organization - coordinated Ms. Amal Nasr

- Society for the Protection of the Persons Rights with Dis-
abilities during the Syrian Revolution - coordinated by Dr. Shaza
Zafer soldier

- Aso Association for anti-violence against women - coordinated Miss
Lily Saadi.

- Association Chaoucka - coordinated Ms. Sheikhi Mhoush.

- Campaign refugees not coordinated Mezna doried.

- Association Noggian with special needs Qamishli - Amouda - coor-
dinated Ms. Salma Al Ahmed .

- Campaign ( stop violence ) - Coordinator Mr. Abdulrahman
Fattouh.

= J Texans for Peace in

Syria



https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=478779065477427&set=a.461401790548488.101197.461397463882254&type=1&source=11
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=478779065477427&set=a.461401790548488.101197.461397463882254&type=1&source=11
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=478779065477427&set=a.461401790548488.101197.461397463882254&type=1&source=11
https://www.facebook.com/shahrazadyamani?hc_location=stream
https://www.facebook.com/KOMELAASO?ref=stream&hc_location=timeline
https://www.facebook.com/KomelaSawiska?hc_location=timeline
https://www.facebook.com/mznmdrd?ref=tn_tnmn
https://www.facebook.com/nujiyan24
https://www.facebook.com/abdalrahman.fattooh

